
For Better or For Worse 

What do you do when the thrill of your life would be if your wife would join you in your Santa 
ministry, but she just isn’t interested?  

The short answer would be to go back to our wedding vows, “for better or for worse,” but to 
be honest, sometimes it’s hard for a wife to get used to her husband always being 
recognized as Santa!  

I first put on a Santa suit in 1962, before I met my wife, Janie. When we started dating in 
1963, she invited me to appear as Santa for her family’s Christmas party. Arriving at the 
party in my “civilian” clothes, and then escaping to the basement of her church fellowship 
hall to change into my Santa suit and beard, all of her family was amazed when Santa 
arrived and actually called each person by name as he handed them a gift, not even 
realizing that Cliff was missing in the crowd!  

But the role stuck, and three years later, I asked Janie to be my bride. That will be sixty years 
ago this summer, and that red suit, along with six or seven more, still hangs in my closet!  

Is Janie “Mrs. Claus?” No, but in so many ways she has supported me in my Santa ministry. 
In fact, it was her testimony and faithfulness to Christ that led me to accept Jesus as my 
personal Lord and Savior on May 21st, 1970, when Dr. Cliff Barrows, of the Billy Graham 
Crusade gave his own testimony and said, “Cliff, God has a plan for your life!”  

For better or for worse! God has guided us through the loss of two children at birth, the 
raising of two wonderful children who have blessed us with five grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren who call us “Poppy Claus” and Nana. He has been with us through the 
miraculous healing of Janie from a massive stroke in 2020 and continues to prove our 
favorite verse to us in Romans 8:28 that “All things work together for good, for those who 
love God and are called according to His purpose.”  

So, my prayer is still that “all things” will someday include Janie as “Mrs. Claus!” 
And that’s my story and I’m sticking to it.  

 

-Cliff Snider 

 


